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he — — — — Tum in leéto quoque videres 
Stridere fecretd divifos aure fufurros. 
Nullos bis mallem ludos fpettaffe. Sed illa 


oh Redde age, que deinceps rift, — Hor. 


Jo Mtr. TOW UN. 


ae S the ladies are naturally become the im- 
fy? mediate objects of your care, will you permit 
a complaint to be inferted in your paper, 


which is founded upon a matter of fact? 





. They will pardon me, if by laying before 
you a particular inftance I was lately witnefs to of their im- 
proper behaviour, I endeavour to expofe a reigning evil which 
dubjects them to many thameful impvtations. 
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I Receiveplaft-week adinner-card from a friend, with 
an intimation that I fhould meet fome very agreeable ladies. ° 
At my arrival I found that the company confifted chiefly of ° 
females, who indeed did me the honour to rife, but quite 
difconcerted me in paying my re{pects by their whifpering 
each other and appearing to ftifle a laugh. When I was 
feated, the ladies grouped themfelves up in a corner, and 
entered into a ‘private eabal, feemingly to difcourfe ‘upon 
points of great fecrefy and: importance, but of equal merriment 
and diverfion. 


Tue, fame conduct of keeping clofe to their ranks. was 
obferved at table, where the ladies feated themfelves together. 
Their converfation was here alfo confined wholly to them- 
felves, and feemed like the myfteries of the Bona Dea, in 
which men were, forbidden to ‘have any fhare. It was a 
continued laugh and a whifper~ from the” beginning” to the 
end of dinner. A whdle fentence was fcarce ever fpoken 
aloud. Single words indeed now and then broke forth; fuch 
as odious, horrible, deteflable, fhocking, uuMBUG. This laft 
new-coined expreflion, which is only to be found in the 
nonfenfical vocabulary, founds abfurd and difagreeable when- 
ever it is pronounced; but from the mouth of a lady it is 
*«* fhocking, deteftable, horrible, and odious.” 


My friend feemed to be but in an uneafy fituation at 
his own table: but I was far more miferable. I was mute, 
and feldom dared to lift up my eyes from my plate, or turn 
my head to call for fmall beer, left by fome aukward pofture 
I might draw upon me a whifper or a laugh. Sancho, when 
he was forbid to eat ofa delicious banquet fet before him, 
could fcarce appear more melancholy. The rueful length 
of my face might poffibly encreafe the mirth of my tormen- 
tors: at leaft their joy feemed to rife in exact proportion with 


my 
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my.mifery... At length, however, the time of my delivery 
approached. Dinner, ended, the ladies made their exits in 
pairs;; and. went off hand in hand, whifpering like the two 
Kings.of Brentford, 


Moprst men, Mr. Town, are deeply wounded, when 
they imagine themfelves the objects of ridicule or contempt 
and the pain is the greater, when it is given by thofe whom 
they admire, and from whom they are ambitious of receiving 
any marks of countenance and favour, Yet we mutt allow 
that affronts are pardonable from ladies, as they are often 
prognoftics of future kindnefs. ‘Ifa lady ftrikes our cheek, 
we can very willingly follow the precept of the Gofpel, and 
turn the other cheek to be fmitten, Even a blow. from a 
far hand conveys pleafure; but,this battery of whifpers is 
againft all legab rights of war ; —-— poifoned arrows, and 
ftabs in the dark, are not more, repugnant tothe general laws 
of humanity. 


Mopern writers of comedy often introdu¢e a pert wit- 
ling into their pieces, who is very fevere upon the reft of 
the company ; but all his waggery is fpoken,gfide. Thefe 
giglers and whifperers feem to be acting the fame part in 
company, that this arch rogue does in the play. Every word 
or motion produces a train of whifpers ; the dropping of a 
fnuff-box, or fpilling the tea, is fure to be accompanied with 
atitter; and upon the entrance of any one with fomething 
particular in his perfon or manner, I have feen a whole 
room in a buzz like a bee-hive. 


Tuis practife of whifpering, if it is any where allowable, 
may perhaps be indulged the fair fex at church, where the 
converfation can only be carried on by the fecret fymbols of 
a curtfy, an ogle, cranod, A whifper in this place is very 
often 
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often of great ufe, as it ferves to convey the moft fecret intel- 
ligence, which a lady would be ready to burft with, if fhe 
could not find vent for it by this kind of auricular confeffion. 
A piece of {candal tranfpires in this manner from one pew to 
another, then prefently whizzes along the chancel, from 


whence it crawls up to the galleries, till at laft the whole 
church hums with it. 


Ir were alfo to be wifhed, that the ladies would be 
pleafed to confine themfelves to whifpering in their téte @ 
téte conferences at an opera or the play-houfe; which 
would be a proper deference to the reft of the audience, 
In France, we are told, it is common for the Parterre to 
join with the performers in any favourite air; but we 
feem to have carried this cuftom ftill further, as our boxes, 
without concerning themfelves in the leaft with the play, 
are even louder than the players. The wit and humour of 
a Vanbrugh is frequently interrupted by a brilliant dialogue 
between two perfons of fafhion; and a love-fcene in the 
fide-box has often been more attended to than that on the 
ftage. As to their loud burfts of laughter at the theatre, they 
may very well be excufed, when they are excited by any 
lively ftrokes in a comedy: but I have feen our ladies 
titter at the moft diftrefsful {cenes in Romeo and ‘uliet, 
grin over the anguifh of a Monimia or Belvidera, and fairly 
laugh King Lear off the ftage. 


Tuus the whole behaviour of thefe ladies is in direét con- 
tradiction to good manners. They laugh when they fhould 
cry, are loud when they fhould be filent, and are filent when 
their converfation is defirable. Ifa man ina fele€t company 
was thus to laugh or whifper me out of countenance, I fhould 
be apt to conftrue it as an affront, and demand an explanation. 
As to the ladies, I would defire them to reflect how much 
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they would fuffer, if their own weapons were turned againft 
them, and the gentlemen fhould attack them with the fame 
arts of laughing and whifpering. But; however free they 
may be from our refentment, they are ftill open to ill-natured 
fufpicions. ‘They do not confider; what ftrange conftructions 
may be put on thefe laughs and whifpers, It were, indeed, 
of little confequence, if we only imagined that they 
were taking the reputations of their acquaintance to pieces, 
or abufing the company round ; but when they indulge them- 
felves in this behaviour, fome perhaps may be led to conclude, 
that they are difcourfing upon topics, which they are afraid 
or afhamed to fpeak of in a lefs private manner. 


Ir the mifcondué&t which I have defcribed had been only 
to be found, Mr. Town, at my friend’s table, I fhould not 
have troubled you with this letter: but the fame kind of ill- 
breeding prevails too often and in too many places. The 
giglers and the whifperers are innumerable; they befet us 
wherever we go; and it is obfervable, that after a fhort 
murmur of whifpers out comes the burft of laughter :— 
like a gun-powder ferpent, which, after hifling about for 
fome time, goes off in a bounce, 


Some excufe may perhaps be framed for this ill-timed 
metriment in the fair fex. Venus, the goddefs of beauty, is 
frequently called the Jaughter-loving dame; and by laughing 
our modern ladies may poflibly imagine, that they render 
themfelves like Venus. I have indeed remarked, that the ladies 
commonly adjuft their laugh to their perfons, and are merry 
in proportion as it fets off their particular charms. One 
lady is never further moved than to a {mile or a fimper, be- 
caufe nothing elfe fhows her dimples to fo much advantage ; 
another, who has a very fine fet of teeth, runs into the 
broad grin; while a third, who is admired for a well-turned 
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heck and graceful cheft, calls up all her beauties to view 
by breaking out in violent and repeated peals of laughter. 


I Wou tp not be underftood to impofe gravity or too great 
a referve on the fair fex. Let them laugh at a feather, but 
let them declare openly that it is a feather which occafions 
their mirth. 1 muft confefs, that laughter becomes the 
young, the gay, and the handfome : but a whifper is unbe- 
coming at all ages and in both fexes; nor ought it ever to 
be practifed, except in the round gallery at St. Paul's, or in 
the famous whifpering place in Gloucefler cathedral, where 
two whifperers hear each other at the diftance of five and 


twenty yards, 
I am, 


Sir, 
Your moft humble Servant, 


K. L, 


Printed for R. BALDWIN, at the Rof in Pater-nofter Row; where 
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